
How Can I Help My Student? 

Numbers are used both to count a set of objects 
and to describe the quantity of those objects. Many 
young students are still coordinating these two 
aspects of number. Understanding this aspect of 
numbers is connected to the one-to-one 
correspondence between the numbers we say and 
the objects we are counting. Number conservation 
is the understanding that 3 is always 3, no matter 
what it looks like. As student learn to count, you 
will see many who do not yet understand this idea. 
They think that the larger the arrangement of 
objects, the more objects there are. Being able to 
conserve quantity is not a skill that can be taught; it 
is a cognitive process that develops as children 
grow and develop.  

                 
Both of these illustrate 5, but some students would 
say the one on top is larger because it takes up 
more space. 

 
 

What Activities Can I Do At Home? 
Build It in Parts 

Provide your child with one type of material such 
as toothpicks, pennies, paper clips, etc. Ask 
him/her to show how many ways they could 
arrange the objects to show a particular number. 
Each different combination can be displayed on a 
small sheet of paper. Encourage your student to 
“read” a number sentence to go with each design.             

                                  
 3 plus 3 equals 6           2 plus 2 plus 2 equals 6 
 

 

Math Literature 

You can find the following books in your local 
library and read them together. 
 
Aker, Suzanne. What Comes in 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s? 

Crews, Donald. Ten Black Dots 

deRubertis, Barbara. Count on Pablo. 

Hamm, Diane Johnston. How Many Feet in the 
Bed? 

Harris, Trudy. 100 Days of School 

Schlein, Miriam. More Than One. 

Slater, Teddy. 98, 99, 100! Ready or Not, Here I 
Come! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Will My Child be Assessed? 

Students will be assessed informally and formally 
throughout the unit through teacher observation 
and one-on-one interviews. They will be asked to 
explain how they are thinking about the math 
concepts they are learning.   

 

 

 

Ongoing Learning 

Students in first grade should continue to have 
lots of opportunities to use objects to compose 
different ways to make 10. Students are 
expected to apply basic fact strategies to add 
and subtract within 20 by the end of the year. 
This should not be a flash card activity.  
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Our Learning Goals: 

Identify, read, write, and sequence numbers to 
120. 

 Begin to count by groups in meaningful ways. 

 Gain fluency with the 2-addend combinations of 
10. 

 

 

This is an example of a way to encourage your 

student to count by 2’s, 5’s or 10’s. The more 

practice they can get in real life situations, the 

better chance that they will make the transition to 

counting or grouping in an abstract situation.  


